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dom; but as this is but cold comfort, he then informs them, that 
they have a right (not to any of the wifdom) but to be governed by 
it: and in' order to imprefs them with a folemn reverence for this 
monopoly-government of wifdom, and of its vaft capacity for all 
purpofes, poffible or impossible, right or wrong, he proceeds with 
aftrologieal inyfterious importance, to tell to them its powers, in 
thefe words — “ The Rights of men in government are their ad- 
“ vantages; and thefe are often in balances between differences of 

good ; and in compromifes fometimes between good and evil 

and fometimes between evil and evil. Political reafon is a com- < 
‘ c puling t principle \ adding — fubt rafting — multiplying — and divid- 
“ ing, morally, and not metaphyfically or mathematically, true 
<c moral demon ft rations*” 

As the wondering audience, whom Mr. Burke fuppofes himfelf 
talking to, may not underftand all this learned jargon, I will un- ’ 
dertake to be its interpreter. The meaning then, good people, of a 
all this, is, Thai government is governed by no principle whatever ; f 
that it can make evil good* or good evil, jujl as it pleafes . In Jhort , 
that goverment is arbitrary power . 

But there are fome things which Mr. Burke has forgotten. Fitft, 

He has not (hewn where the wifdom originally came from : and 
Jecondly , he has not fhewn by what authority it firft began to aft. 

In the manner he introduces the matter, it is either government 
Healing wifdom, or wifdom ftealing government. It is without an } 
origin, and its powers without authority. In Ihort, it is ufur- 
pation. 

Whether it be from a fenfe of ftrame, or from a eonfeioufnefs of 
fome radical defeft in a government neceflary to be kept out of fight, 
or from both, or from any other caufe, I undertake not to deter- 
mine; but fo it is, that a monarchical reafoner never traces go- 
vernment to its fource, or from its fo urce. It is one of the Jhib- 
bcleths by which he may be known. A thoufand years hence, thofe 
who (hail live in America or in France, will look back with con- 
templative pride on the origin of their governments, and fay. This 
was the work of our glorious ancejlors ! But what can a monarchical 
talker fay ? What has he to exult in ? Alas ! he has nothing. A 
certain fomething forbids him to look back to a beginning, left 
fome robber or fome Robin Hood fhould rife from the long obfeurity 
of time, and fay, / am the origin! Hard as Mr. Burke laboured the 
"Regency Bill and Hereditary Succeflion two years ago, and much 
as he dived for precedents, he ftill had not boldnefs enough to 
bring up William of Normandy, and fay. There is the head of the 
lift ! there is the fountain of honour! the foil of a proftitute, and the 
plunderer of the Englifh nation. 

The opinions of men with refpe.ft to government, are changing 
faft in all countries. r I he revolutions of America and France 
have thrown a beam of light over the world, which reaches into 
man. The enormous expcncc of governments have provoked peo- 
ple to think, by making them feel : and when once the veil begins 
to rend, it admits not of repair. Ignorance is of a peculiar na- 
ture ; once difpellcd, and it is impoftible to re-eftablilh it. It is 

not 
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not originally a thing of itfelf, but is only the abfence of know- 
ledge; and though man may be kept ignorant, he "Cannot be made 
ignorant. The mind, in difeovering truth, afts in the fame man- 
j£ r as it afts through the eye in difeovering objefts ; when once 
any objeft has been feen, it is impoftible to put^ the mind back to 
the fame condition it was in before it faw it. Thofe who talk of a 
counter revolution in France, iliew how little they underftand of 
man. There does not exift in the compafs of language, an arrange- 
ment of words to exprefs fo much as the means of effefting p coun- 
ter revolution. The means muft be an obliteration of knowledge ; 
and it has never yet been discovered, how to make man unknow 
his knowledge, or unthink his thoughts. 

Mr. Burke is labouring in vain to ftop the progrefs of know- 
ledge ; and it comes with the worfe grace from him, as there is a 
certain tranfaftion known in the city, which renders him fufpefted 
of being a penfioner in a fiftitious name.. This may account for 
fome ftrange doftrine he has advanced in his book, which, though 
he points it at the Revolution Society, is effectually direfted againft 
the whole Nation. 

“ The King of England/’ fays he, “ holds his Crown . (for it 
« d 0 es not belong to the'Nation, according to Mr. Burke) in con- 
“ tempt of the choice of the Revolution Society, who have not a 
“ finale vote for a King among them either individually or collec- 
« timely ; and his Majefty’s heirs, each in their time and order, 
ce w ip come to the Crown with the fame contempt of their choice, 

“ with which his Majefty has fucceeded to that which he now 

“ w'ears.” * , . . 

As to who is King in England or elfewhere, or whether there 
is any King at all, or whether the people chufe a Cherokee Chief, f\ 

or a Heflian HuftTar for a King, it is not a matter that I trouble 
myfelf about— be that to themfelves; but with refpeft to the doc- 
trine, fo far as it relates to the Rights of Men and Nations, it is 
as abominable as any thing ever uttered in the moft enflaved country 
under heaven. Whether it founds W'orfe to my ear, by not being 
accuftomed to hear fuch defpotifm, than what it does to the ear of 
another perfon, I am not fo well a judge of ; but of its abominable 
principle I am at no lofs to judge. . m 

It is not the Revolution Society that Mr. Burke means ; it is the 
Nation, as well in its original , as in its reprefentativc character; and 
he has taken care to make himfelf underftood, by faying that they 
have not a vote either collectively or individually • I he Revolution 

Society is compofed of citizens of all denominations, and of mem- 
bers of both the Houfes of Parliament ; and confequently, if there 
is not a right to a vote in any of the characters, there can be no 
right to any, either in the nation, or in its parliament. This ought 
tcTbe a caution to every country, how it imports foreign families 
to be kings. It is fomewhat curious to obferve, that, although the 
people of England have been in the habit of talking about kings,, 
it is always a Foreign Houfe of kings; hating Foreigners,, yet go- 
verned by them. — It is now the Houfe of Brunfvvick, one of the 
petty tribes of Germany. 
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